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Profile: Andrew Rice

[bookmark: _GoBack]Andrew has been the Chair of Southwark Disability Forum for the last two years. He is an active member of LINk Southwark and also a former chair of Southwark Centre for Independent Living. Through this and other roles Andrew has developed an understanding of the importance of independence and what, in terms of care and resources, is necessary to make it a reality.

Andrew states that “I recognise the importance of the voluntary and community sector having a strong voice in shaping new developments affecting independence and well-being. I believe it is essential that the sector plays an active role in encouraging participation locally and engaging with commissioners. Older and disabled people have the right to control their own lives and to do this health and social care services must be geared to helping maintain independence by giving people greater choice and control over how their needs are met.

I have a particular interest in services that enable prevention and which aim to ensure that social care and NHS services work on a shared agenda to help maintain people’s independence. I am also keen to help develop a local system where people can take greater control of their lives and the role of chair of Adult Independence and Well-being provides an opportunity to make a meaningful contribution to this.”
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