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The Council proposes to review the existing Discretionary Rate Relief Policy and associated qualifying criteria in 2012.

This review of Discretionary Rate Relief is set against a backdrop of severe financial challenge and uncertainty, and the council has been forced to meet this challenge through budget reductions across the vast majority of service areas.  We are determined to protect the most disadvantaged and vulnerable in our communities but have had little alternative except to seek savings in every part of the council's spending.
On 22nd February 2011 the council agreed its budget for 2011/12 and set out an indicative budget for 2012/13 and 2013/14.  The government cuts meant unprecedented reductions to the funding that the council receives that in cash terms were the largest cuts in London. This position will continue this year. 

Whilst difficult decisions have had to be taken the council remains committed to continued working with partner organisations at a time of unprecedented budget reductions. 

These reductions not only affected services directly provided by the council but also those in the voluntary & community sector that were funded by the council.  Many of these are also in receipt of Discretionary Rate Relief.  

Accordingly the Council proposes to consult with all organisations in receipt of Discretionary Rate Relief in 2012 upon these proposals but also wishes to engage with the wider voluntary sector.

The Consultation is expected to commence in early February and organisations will have 12 weeks to respond. No changes to existing Policy and qualifying criteria are anticipated before April 2013.
The Council wishes to encourage all organisations to participate in order to understand the view of the sector on the proposals’ and the impact they may have.  

The Consultation will be led by the Councils Revenues and Benefits Division.
If you have any enquiries at this stage please direct them to:-

Mike Lynch, Revenues and Benefits Business Transition Manager, Southwark Council,
Email Mike.lynch@southwark.gov.uk

Southwark Council

Revenues and Benefits Business Transition

160 Tooley Street

First Floor, Hub 1

London SE1P 5LX 

Phone 020 7525 3764
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