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Southwark Forum minutes

10am-12pm, Tuesday 6 December 2011, Inspire – the Crypt at St. Peters, Liverpool Grove, London SE17 2HH

Present

	Abdikarim Ali
	SSRC

	Ahmed Abd-Elghany
	ContinYou

	Alan Palmer
	Job Centre Plus

	Alex Margolies
	Toucan Employment

	Alison Miles
	Southwark Parent Carers' Council

	Andrew Sims
	Southwark Mediation Centre

	Andy Boaden
	CAS

	Bhavnita Tejura
	Southern Housing Group

	Caroline Tutty
	Princes Trust

	Celine Rotcaig
	CAS

	Chris Green
	Citizens Advice Bureaux Southwark

	Clare Gilhooly
	Cambridge House

	Cllr Richard Livingstone
	Southwark Council

	Deborah Boyd
	Home-Start Southwark

	Deborah Hayman
	CAS

	Fay Gordon
	 

	Fokrul Meah
	Bede House

	Gloria Brown
	Southwark Council

	Godfrey Edwards
	The Flood Group Project

	Hazel Saunders
	Faces in Focus

	Jacky Bourke-White
	Age UK

	Jane Garnham
	CAS

	Jean Tucker
	Pre-school Learning Alliance

	John Rhodes
	Southwark Legal Advice Network

	Kevin Taylor
	Robust Training

	Les Alden
	People Care Association

	Lily Dixon
	SRC Nursery

	Lucy Geldard
	Groundwork

	Myra Chapman
	Dulwich Helpline

	Neeraj Sharma
	CAS

	Nick Dunne
	Bede House

	Phil Nichols
	Red Kite Learning

	Rita Andrews
	Southwark Irish Pensioners Project

	Roger Zoppola
	Latin American Community Forum

	Sally Bagwell
	CAS

	Stephen Douglass
	Southwark Council

	Stuart Woods
	Inspire

	Taylor Jakks
	Southwark Council

	Ursula Little
	Southwark Mediation Centre


Southwark Council’s budget for 2012-2013 and its impact on voluntary and community sector providers - presentation and Q&A session - Cllr Richard Livingstone, Southwark Council

	Cllr Livingstone, Cabinet member for Finance, Resources and Community Safety, provided members with a strategic overview of how budgetary arrangements for 2012-2013 are likely to affect their organisations. His presentation covered:

· The scale and impact of last year’s cuts

· The way affected VCS organisations will be supported (inc. new funding streams)

· Specific cuts made to Children’s Service, Health and Community Services

· Timetable for consultation

The full presentation is available to download here
Cllr Livingstone confirmed that the money left over from previous rounds of the VCS transition fund will be included in the pot for next year. It is possible the criteria will be refreshed.

Cllr Livingstone stated the value of anecdotal evidence in building the case against cuts in central government funding to Southwark.

Action Point: CAS to make a deputation to cabinet on behalf of the local VCS regarding Southwark Council’s budget. For those who want to contribute to this contact policyandparticipation@casouthwark.org.uk or call 020 7358 7020.

Those organisations who used to attended CAS’s VCS Transition Fund support workshops had a greater level of success in applying for the fund than those who didn’t.

Action Point: CAS will be running further workshop for round 4 of the VCS transition fund.


Streamlining the commissioning process - presentation and Q&A session - Stephen Douglass, Southwark Council

	In early 2011, Southwark Council and CAS set up the Commissioning Task and Finish Group to streamline Southwark Council’s commissioning of the voluntary and community sector. Stephen Douglass, Head of Community Engagement, presented the key outcomes from the project. His presentation covered:

· Council’s response to policy and funding trends affecting commissioning

· Progress to date and recommendations made by the Task and Finish Group

· Next steps e.g. creation of an Approved Providers List

The full presentation is available to download here
It was stated that United St. Saviours, Team London Bridge and the Peter Minet Trust have jointly created an application form for their relative small grants programmes.


Feedback from the CAS Trustee Conference - CAS Sustainability team
	In November 2011, CAS hosted a two day Trustee Conference. The workshops, meet the funder sessions and panel debates generated a huge amount of learning for all stakeholders. 

A full report outlining the key points is available to download here. The executive summary of the report is available to download here  

A number of video clips were shown: 

The Meet the Funders clips can be found here
The Panel Debate clips can be found here and here. Topics covered include Sustainability, Premises, Collaboration, Working with Corporates and Human Rights.




Information exchange and networking

	Kevin Taylor of Robust Training, stated his organisation receives Skills Funding Agency funding to meet the training needs of local people. Robust Training can provide a range of courses. KT invited organisations to identify which courses would be most beneficial for local people. Robust Training can also provide training to members of staff of VCS organisations. To find out what courses Robust Training currently deliver click here. For more information contact Kevin Taylor on ktaylor@robusttraining.com
The People Care Association will be hosting a Christmas dinner on 25th December for local people who would otherwise spend Christmas alone. Organisations were encouraged to invite their services users who may wish to attend. 

Inspire have produced a calendar of local landmarks for 2012 in response to the recent riots to demonstrate why people are proud of their community.  This is available to buy from a number of local stores. More info can be found here 

The Citzens Advice Bureau had been shortlisted for a Big Lottery Fund for a £1million over 5 years. This would be for financial capability training and advice for social housing tenants. In the New Year, CABx will be looking for support to get this project off the ground.
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