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Southwark Space
Date: Tuesday 13th December 
Time: 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

Location: 1 Addington Square, Camberwell, London SE5 0HF


Attendees
	Name 
	Organisation 

	Andrew Rice
	Southwark Disability Forum 

	Dolly Mace
	Tenant Resident's Association

	Earl Tucker
	 

	Godfrey Edwards
	The Flood Group Project

	James Gillespie 
	 

	Jane Garnham
	CAS

	Katrina Hogg 
	Tenant Resident's Association

	Lucy Geldard
	Groundwork London

	Mark Taylor 
	Southwark Council 

	Neeraj Sharma 
	CAS

	Roger Zoppola
	Latin American UK Forum  

	Samuel Koledoye 
	SGTO

	Shanice Duffus
	Starlight Music Academy

	Tom Harding 
	SOUHAG


Overview of Southwark Council’s housing strategy and proposals to establish an independent Housing Commission for Southwark - presentation and Q&A – Cllr Ian Wingfield
	Cllr Ian Wingfield, Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Housing Management, provided members with a strategic overview of the Council’s Housing Strategy and why the intend to setup an Independent Housing Commission. His presentation covered: 
· Recent Government changes to housing policies 
· Key facts about housing in Southwark 
· Current housing stock and future need

· Housing Services provided by the Council
· Challenges ahead

The full presentation is available on the CAS Southwark Space web page. Please click here.  
Southwark Council has agreed to establish an Independent Housing Commission to assess how to respond to the housing challenges in the borough including fraud within the system. The commission will report back with their findings and recommendations to the Cabinet in October 2012. 

The Commission will be holding a consultation in the near future to understand the challenges around housing in the borough from the viewpoints of residents and organisations. 
Action point: CAS to circulate further details of Housing Commission and consultation dates once known. 

Action point: CAS to submit a response to the Independent Housing Commission consultation.
	


An Introduction to Southwark Housing Associations Group ‘SOUHAG’ - presentation and Q&A – Tom Harding 
	Tom Harding, Housing Services Manager for Hexagon Housing and current Chair of SOUHAG, explained who and what SOUHAG is and crucially, how they engage with local communities in Southwark. Tom delivered a presentation that covered: 

· Housing Associations in LB Southwark
· What’s on our minds at the moment?
· Engaging with our communities
The presentation can be downloaded here.
Through the National Housing Federation, Housing Associations are lobbying central government against cutting housing benefits and charging tenants 80 per cent market rent rates for properties. 

When Housing Associations do build properties there is always a lot of consultation with local communities. Often Housing Associations go beyond the local planning requirements for consultation to ensure views of residents are incorporated as much as possible at each stage. 

There is a distinction to be made between Housing Association and private developments.   
	


Future landscape of housing and challenges for tenant organisations – presentation and Q&A - Samuel Koledoye, Southwark Group of Tenants Organisation (SGTO)
	Samuel Koledoye, Executive Director of SGTO, informed attendees of the support that his organisation can provide about housing issues. He delivered a presentation that included the following: 

· How do SGTO see the housing landscape currently and in the future?
· Where do SGTO see the organisation that we represent fitting in?

To view the presentation, please click here
The recent announcement of the Localism Bill offers an array of opportunities for local people to influence housing at a local level. In particular, the neighbourhood planning element. 
	


Supporting People Programme 2011/12 to 2013/14
	Mark Taylor, Commissioning Manager at Southwark Council, explained that the Supporting People programme is required to make savings of £8.2 million over the 3 year budget period 2011/12 to 2013/14. The procurement project underway will deliver a significant proportion of savings. However further reductions in the region of £2.6million will need to be identified over the coming months. 

Inevitably this will lead to the reconfiguring of provision including some decommissioning. The aim is to ensure that those people who are in most need get access to appropriate, outcome-focussed support services that offer value for money.

For further information, please email mark.taylor@southwark.gov.uk 
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