Southwark Space minutes
Date: Wednesday 20th July 2011
Time: 2pm – 4pm 
Venue: Inspire – the Crypt at St. Peters, Liverpool Grove SE17 2HH
Attendance 
	Diana Kennedy 
	Prime Time Charity

	Richard Lee
	Active Resident 

	Eileen Conn
	Active Resident 

	Lesley Wertheimer
	Growing Southwark

	Stephanie Lodge
	Southwark Friends of the Earth

	Jean Douglas 
	Hyde Housing 

	Jane Garnham 
	CAS

	Neeraj Sharma 
	CAS 

	Alison Squires
	Southwark Council

	Kate Johnson
	Southwark Council


 
1. Welcome and introductions – Jane Garnham, CAS		            

	JG
	Welcomed attendees to the meeting and briefly went through the agenda. She explained that CAS had received apologies from Lucy Geldard and Tom Gardiner. 



2. Southwark Planning Network – Eileen Conn and Richard Lee, Community Activists                  
	EC







RL
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Group
	Eileen Conn and Richard Lee provided information about the Southwark Planning Network. A network made up of resident, activists and community groups from across the borough that are seeking to influence planning policy and its implementation. It is a virtual network and most communication is through email. There is great interest in planning and learning together. Especially as Southwark has been granted neighbourhood planning vanguard status in light of the Localism Bill.

The group recently submitted a deputation, organised by email, on the Southwark Transport Plan. The group also have identified four areas of support that would help the network and community:

a) The CAS website and the Cascade magazine to have a regular page on planning policy issues.
b) Voluntary sector staff to provide research support on planning policy issues.
c) The voluntary sector to host a Southwark reference panel on planning implementation, which feeds into the statutory Annual Monitoring Report
d)  Paid front-line workers from the voluntary sector including Community Development Workers to receive training on planning and regeneration issues and to develop an increased capacity to support community engagement in regeneration and planning.

The group will be working with CAS to begin addressing these requests.

The Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) is a factual document. She advised looking at last year’s report and identifying anything which is missing that could be incorporate in this year’s AMR. The Council is current preparing the latest AMR, so will try to feed in your comments into that. She confirmed she would be happy to attend a meeting on the AMR.

The group discussed possible timings for the meeting and agreed that either an evening or Saturday morning meeting would be better. This would give local activists, who work during the week, an opportunity to attend. Also, the Council have recently held meetings on Saturdays and have been pleasantly surprised with the attendance. 

Action point: CAS to work with Southwark Council to arrange a Special AMR meeting for a Saturday morning.  


                                                                                                                                                
3. Presentation on  Southwark Council's affordable housing supplementary planning document and Q&A – Southwark Council Planning Policy Team
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AS
	Delivered a PowerPoint presentation on Southwark Council’s affordable housing supplementary planning document (AH SPD). The presentation covered: 

What is the AH SPD
What is affordable housing?
Getting the right amount of affordable housing
Getting the right mix
Quality and design
Where?
Financing and securing affordable housing

[bookmark: _GoBack]This is available to download here. 

The group mentioned that there were a number of recent legislative changes to planning and it would be good if the Council could provide information about this. 

Informed the group that links could be put up on the Council website to relevant information. 

Confirmed that with the ‘affordable rents’ policies to be implemented it may require the Council to change their policies. Each Area Action Plan contains their own ratio of private to social affordable housing. This is due to each area having their own specialist need.  

Stated that a number of developments in the borough had been for student housing. This means there is less space to build housing suitable for families. 

Confirmed that developers are required to ensure any new development contains 35% affordable housing suitable for families. If the developer is unable to do this, the Council will receive a fee from them to develop a certain number of family housing elsewhere. This policy should limit the number of student developments in the borough.   

Questioned why the document did not strengthen the energy efficiency requirements for new buildings and the sustainability element. 

Stated the Council has a sustainability housing document that was published in 2009. Also, all new developments must be minimum level 4. 

Explained that a joint project in Birmingham between the Council and residents to improve energy efficiency has benefited all parties. 

Some developers have found it difficult to provide 35% affordable housing on developments. In these cases the Council has negotiated with them and instead they provided 31%. It is a tough balancing act between no development and some development.  




4. Discussion on how we can work in a more coordinated way 
	EC


LW
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LW


	There is no structure in place to represent the views of private housing residents. They are not represented through social housing structures. 

Explained that the makeup of the TRA she works with is majority free hold tenants and minority are social. 

Stated that they need the VCS to take a more active role to support residents. With the austerity measures in place the support previously offered by community councils is disappearing. It would be good if Southwark Space could fill this void.  

Requested that in the next edition of CASCADE if it could contain a planning page. 

Stated that the page should pull out the key components of planning as unfortunately people tend not to look at planning documents. 

Confirmed that the next article of CASCADE will have a planning page.

Suggested that Southwark Space begins to develop a work plan. She explained that at the Homelessness Forum they had a work plan, which worked really well. 



5. Notices from the sector

	KJ
	Confirmed to the group that she will be leading on the Open Spaces Strategy. She stated that this meeting would be ideal to bring the draft document to once it is ready. 




